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Leading the New Literacies: 
Digital, Media, Global
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Our 
Essential 
Question

How do we prepare our 
learners for their future? 
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What year are 
you preparing 
your learners 

for?

Amend your Mission Statement 
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Choosing our century
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Class of 2031 - 
This Year’s Preschool
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GLOBAL MOVEMENT FOR STANDARDS
are   an opportunity to modernize 
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Great Classical Teaching
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Learners  Create and Share Knowledge 
Differently from Previous Generations
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A New Kind of 
Learner Needs:
A new kind of school 
•keeping the best of the 
classical

•responsive to modern learning

A new kind of teacher 
displaying the new literacies: 

•digitally literate

•media savvy

•globally connected
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Literacy is communication.  Literacy is accessing 
language  and making meaning.
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The new literacies :  
DIGITAL
MEDIA
GLOBAL 
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      Digital Literacy

    Accessing Capability
    Selection Capability
    Curation Capability
    Creation Capability 
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ACCESSING 
CAPABILITY

 

 
To develop 
proficiency:  

keyboarding fluency
 

touch and effect
 

voice activated
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Selection Capability:  
The strategic selection and TAGGING 

of web 2.0 digital tools, applications, social media and 
repository sites  to match 

research and development tasks.   
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TAGS 
Presentation 

Social Communities
Role-based

Subject Area
Writing

Media Making
Vocabulary 
Event-based

Timelines 
ResearchArchives
Visual Graphics 

15



To tag sites, create a clearinghouse and website . 

Curation 
Capability 

‣
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TEACHER WEB-PAGE AS A MARKETPLACE 
FOR LEARNING 
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wix.com
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yola.com
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weebly.com
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The days of the binder are over
replaced by the Clearinghouse
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CREATION 
CAPABILITY
  To render 
new solutions and forms 
as seen in generating an 
original APP design or 
new software platform.    
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Student Design 
webpages as a portfolio New modern and dynamic 

assessment 
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Conduit App Maker Make APPS for your school 
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Creating Social 
Networks Expanding Research and POV
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Creating communication  
opportunities  
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         Media Literacy 

Receptive Capability

Generative Capability  
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RECEPTIVE 
CAPABILITY

To make meaning from 
media formats.  

 
To be an astute 

critique of the media. 

To question sources. 

To recognize bias in imagery, 
text, framing, and audio.
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Film Canon Project
http://www.filmcanonproject.com
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Creating Quality Media:
Collaboratively Designed Rubrics 
Building on our collective experience 
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RUBRIC:  
FROM “RUBRICA” - LATIN- HIGHLIGHT IN RED
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Collaborative Rubric 
Design 
Viewing or listening to agreed upon 
PROFESSIONAL digital media

podcast 

film narrative 

trailer

documentary 
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TOOL SPECIFIC RUBRIC DESIGN IS CRITICAL 
FOR EXAMPLE:  WHAT MAKES A QUALITY ANIMOTO VERSUS A QUALITY PRESENTATION
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OR.... WHAT MAKES A QUALITY GLOGSTER? 
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Digital Media Projects 

https://voicethread.com/?#q.b5629344.i28889632
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Generative 
Capability  

‣To express both 
informational and narrative 
perspectives using a wide 
range of media.  

‣To cultivate technical 
expertise in developing 
quality media products.   
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Employ Media 
Making Tools 
We need to use them WITH 
our students 
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http://animoto.com/play/oyUOmxieRnM1ZFpG9fAxRA
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Podcasting 
Learner 
Engagement
Every school should have a 
podcasting platform 
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Documentaries
Film
Animations

If you have a laptop or a 
tablet you are hosting a film 
studio.

Replace faculty meetings 
with learning to use what 
we have in our hands.  
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Sigsbee Reflections 

http://vimeopro.com/sigsbee/library
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Creating new 
media formats
Every school should host a 
publishing house. 

43



        Global Literacy

   Investigate the World 
   Recognize Perspectives
   Communicate Ideas 
   Take Action 
 
source: CCSSO/Asia Society Global Competency Matrix, 2012
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HOW CAN WE PREPARE OUR LEARNERS FOR THEIR FUTURE? 
OUR ESSENTIAL QUESTION
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Four
instructional 

options 
•DIGITAL APP- (newspaper 
map)

•POINT-TO-POINT (skype; 
google hangout) 

•SOCIAL MEDIA (Twitter; 
Facebook; Network) 

•PROJECT (Pulitzer, 100 
People Project) 
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How can we 
nurture 
globally
competent 
learners? 
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EDSTEPS PROJECT, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ASIA SOCIETY PARTNERSHIP FOR GLOBAL LEARNING.

INVESTIGATE THE WORLD RECOGNIZE PERSPECTIVE

COMMUNICATE IDEAS TAKE ACTION

Globally
Literate 
Learners 
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‣Recognizing  the relationship 
between place and people 

‣Integration of active 
geography and the prefix: GEO 
in every subject  

‣World Language instruction

Global Literacy

Investigate the World 
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GOOGLE EARTH 
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GAPMINDER.ORG 
CHECK OUT THE INDICATORS AND SELECT FEATURES 
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NEWSELA.COM
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Investigate Global ISSUES: 
Making them local 

53



Recognize 
Perspectives  
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NEWSPAPERMAP.COM

55

http://newspapermap.com
http://newspapermap.com


Skype Grandparents: 
Global Book Readings 

Creating a webpage to 
post readings by 
grandparents from 
around the world

Share observations 
through blogging

Post additional 
recommended readings 
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Global Research and Development 
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Communicate Ideas 
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Promote action in 
STUDENT TED TALKS 
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PROJECT

GRADES CLIENTHIGH SCHOOL WUHAN, CHINA

NUMBER ONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
CENTRAL CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY
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NUMBER ONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
WUHAN, CHINA

INSERT VIDEO CHINA
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World Wide Student
News Sersvice 

Report on 
local and global 

issues

Take a stand

Create media
reports to share

Critique and 
compare stories 
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Globalizing the local 

Knowledge about 
global issues

School/ Class Global 
Projects  

Small moves

Research 
and 

Development

Share Results

Take Action 
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HTTP://WWW.AROUNDTHEWORLDWITH80SCHOOLS.NET
AROUND THE WORLD WITH 80 SCHOOLS
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PEACEJAM.ORG
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Micro-financing Projects  KIVA.ORG 
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PROJECT

GRADES CLIENTNURSERY - 9TH GRADE MONTERREY, MÉXICO

INSTITUTO SAN ROBERTO
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INSTITUTO SAN ROBERTO
MONTERREY,  MÉXICO

INSERT VIDEO MEXICO
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP HUB 
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D-M-G  PROJECTS 

70



Elementary/Primary 
Projects Sigsbee Charter School-

Key West, Florida 
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High Tech 
High 

San Diego, California
11 schools 

Long term projects
Teachers Publish 
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Please fill out our GOOGLE FORM!   
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A Global Film Study 
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A 21st Century Pledge:
A Curricular Commitment from Each 

Teacher
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21st Century 
Tools 
BENEFIT the 
Learner
Provides a visual and 
organizational tool that 
enables them to make 
meaning in “concrete” ways 
that they can also control 
with immediate access.
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21st Century 
Tools 
BENEFIT the 
Learner
Develops a different kind of 
“thinking tool”; the use of 
technology helps them 
develop their critical thinking 
in far more different ways.

Develop their verbal expression in 
response to visual stimuli.

Less hesitation when visual is first 
in contrast to processing verbal/
linguistic approaches. (for specific 

groups of students).

Highly visual profile stimulates 
visual reflection.

Make choices and selections more 
efficiently.

77



Our learners 
need to 
cultivate the 
new literacies

New tools support traditional 
tools, too! 

Increases engagement because of 
immediate  excitement, global 
perspectives and interactivity.

Increases classroom teaching and 
learning time when intrusive 
routines can be minimized. 

Increases likelihood of 
completion of academic work 
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The 
Commitment 
is NOT:
‣The limited and immediate 
use of a technological tool

‣Using an LCD projector vs. 
Overhead projector

‣Using a Computer vs. a 
Typewriter

‣Using a SmartBoard vs. LCD 
Projector

79



The 
Commitment 
IS:
‣An integrated use of the 
new literacies that enhances 
content

‣An application to a specific 
unit of study

‣Evidenced directly in student 
products and performances
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Each Teacher 
Commits To:

‣Identifying at least ONE specific 
unit to revise. 

‣Planning to replace a specific 
content, skill, and assessment 
practice with an 21st Century 
UPGRADE within the UNIT.

‣Seek ACTIVE GLOBAL 
connections.

‣Sharing the proposed change with 
colleagues.

‣Learning to use the tool that will 
be requisite to replace the current 
unit design with the new practice.
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Each Teacher 
Commits To:
‣Revising the UNIT and begins 
implementation with students.

‣Tolerating a certain degree of 
frustration

‣Celebrating the Victories

‣Reviewing and sharing of 21st 
Century learning openly with 
colleagues at targeted work-
sessions through the school year.
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‣Reviews, monitors, and provides 
FEEDBACK to teachers on individual 
curricular pledges to UPDATE. 

‣Identifying at least ONE specific staff 
development or administrative task to 
revise. 

‣Planning to replace a specific 
content, skill, and assessment practice 
with an

‣21st Century UPGRADE be each 
administrative.

Administrators 
Commit To:
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Administrators 
Commit To:
‣Sharing the proposed change with 
colleagues.

‣Learning to use the tool that will be 
requisite to replace the current unit 
design with the new practice.

‣Revising the task and begins 
implementation with teachers.

‣Tolerating a certain degree of 
frustration

‣Celebrating the victories.

‣Reviewing and sharing of 21st Century 
learning openly with colleagues at 
targeted work-sessions through the 
school year.
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www.curriculum21com
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