
DESIGNING ASSESSMENTS ALIGNED 
TO THE CCSS 

ALIGNMENT & RIGOR 



Assessment vs. Activity  

ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 



Shifts in Thinking about 
Assessment 

Shift 1 

•  Move from a teacher-directed assessment process to an assessment 
process in which students play an active role. 

Shift 2 

•  Move from a focus on facts and memorization to a focus on 21st 
century skills and the Common Core State Standards.  

Shift 3 

•  Move from assessment as evaluation to assessment as a means of 
advancing teaching and learning. 



Shift 4 

•  Move from one-size-fits-all assessment to differentiated assessment. 

Shift 5 

•  Move from assessment at the end of the line to assessment 
throughout the instructional process. 

Shift 6 

•  Focus on dispositions for thinking as well as the content and skills 
being achieved 



Why Standards? 
•  -Establish a “staircase” of increasing complexity in content and skills across the 

grades and subjects 

•  -Provide building blocks for successful classrooms 

•  -  Ensure a consistent core curriculum for all students  



Unwrapping the CCSS 
"   5.NBT.7  Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using 

concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value properties of 
operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the 
strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used. 



Unwrapping the CCSS 
"   WS.1.a  Introduce precise claim(s), 

distinguish the claim (s) from 
alternate or opposing claim(s), and 
create an organization that 
establishes clear relationships among 
clam(s) counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence.  



Starting Your Assessment 
Design 

•  Identify standard(s) that you will be using to design an assessment 

•  Unwrap that standard: identify the content and skills 

•  Identify the learning targets—of the content and skills, are there 
specific ones that you will target for this assessment design? 

•  What are some of the pre-requisite skills that you are assuming the 
students already have? 



Unwrapping to Translation 

"   In our view, the purpose of unwrapping is to immediately move to curriculum 
translation 

"   For each of the NOUNS we suggest that teachers in small groups give 
examples of content topics they would address in their curriculum. 

"   For each of the VERBS we suggest that teachers in small groups give 
examples of skills and strategies that they would address in their curriculum. 



CHOOSING THE BEST ASSESSMENT 
METHOD 

•     

WE NEED TO CONSIDER: 

•  Types of Standards 

•   Assessment methods that 
are best designed to meet 
the cognitive demands the 
standards call for 

•  Formative versus summative 

•    

•       



Input	
  

	
  

Name the 
capital of 
California. 

 



Input	
  

	
  

Name the 
capitals of 
three other 

states. 



Process	
  

	
  

	
  

Compare and 
contrast two state 
capitals from your 

list. 



Process	
  

	
  

	
  

Discuss why a 
state might locate 

its capital in a 
particular 
location. 



Output	
  

	
  

	
  

Evaluate the 
location of 

Sacramento as 
your state capital. 



Output	
  

	
  

	
  

Theorize possible 
impacts of moving 
your state capital 
to San Francisco. 



Metacognition 
•  What was going on 

inside your brain as 
you were trying to 
answer each of these 
questions?  

•   What was the 
difference in your 
thinking as the 
questions 
progressed? 







































Sounding Off on the Puget 
Sound Project 

•  Overview:	
  Your job is to persuade a targeted audience to take 
action that will preserve and protect the Puget Sound. You 
will work as a member of a team and will identify a specific 
population for effectively communicating a message that 
incorporates concerns about the current state of the Sound 
and that shares a call to action. Your goal is to influence 
people to make a difference in improving the Puget Sound’s 
present and future health. Once you have identified your 
audience, you will want to determine what medium you will 
use to convey your message. Your medium may include the 
arts, technology, and/or speaking/writing. You are 
encouraged to be creative and persuasive! 
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Validating Tasks 
Validity 

•  The task is valid when you have well 
aligned learning targets to the 
standards as a requirement for 
performance. 

Reliability 

•  The task is reliable when your scoring 
system is strong enough that different 
people can score using the rubric and 
get a statistically significant close 
percentage of same scoring for a 
performance. 


